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DETAILED ACTION 

1. In view of the Appeal Brief filed on 7/11/2008, PROSECUTION IS HEREBY 
REOPENED. A new ground of rejection is set forth below. 

To avoid abandonment of the application, appellant must exercise one of the 
following two options: 

(1 ) file a reply under 37 CFR 1.111 (if this Office action is non-final) or a reply 
under 37 CFR 1 .1 1 3 (if this Office action is final); or, 

(2) request reinstatement of the appeal. 

If reinstatement of the appeal is requested, such request must be accompanied 
by a supplemental appeal brief, but no new amendments, affidavits (37 CFR 1.130, 
1.131 or 1.132) or other evidence are permitted. See 37 CFR 1.193(b)(2). 

2. This application was filed on 9-26-2001. Claims 1, 5, 9, 15, 16, 21, 22 are 
pending. Claims 2 - 4, 6 - 8, 10 - 14, 17 - 20 have been cancelled. Independent 
claims are 1, 16. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments filed 7/1 1/2008 have been fully considered but they are moot 
based on new grounds of rejections. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



4. 



The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
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form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent published under section 122(b), by another 
filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an 
application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, 
except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351 (a) shall have the effects 
for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international 
application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the 
English language. 

5. Claims 1, 5, 9, 15, 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Rodriquez et at. (US Patent No. 7,373,650). 

Regarding Claim 1, Rodriquez discloses a receiver of data originating from many 

programs, the receiver comprising: 

an input device for receiving a plurality of programs simultaneously: (col 2, II 58- 
61 : DHCT (input device) where each tuner can select one of a plurality of 
transmission channels (receive multiple programs); col 2, line 65: tune 
simultaneously) 

a plurality of program receiving devices coupled to the input device; (col 2, II 58- 
66: DHCT (input device) includes a plurality of tuners (receiving devices), to tune 
simultaneously to multiple channels and content; col 18, II 24-28: DHCT (input 
device) which includes the usage of multiple tuners (receiving devices)) 

a controller operatively coupled to each of the plurality of program receiving 
devices, the controller controlling the plurality of program receiving devices to 
respectively tune to contiguous programs in the plurality of programs; (col 1 1 , II 9-12: 
CPU 1 1 0 (controller) controls the functions of the DHCT; col 2, II 58-61 : DHCT 
where each tuner (program receiving devices) can select one of a plurality of 
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transmission channels (contiguous programs): col 18, lines 24-28: the use of 
multiple tuners (receiving devices); each of which receives a respective transmitted 
signal (channels)) 

a reproduction device for reproducing programs; (col 14, II 24-29: output port to 
drive a VCR (program reproduction unit)) 

a switch coupled to respective outputs of the plurality of program receiving 
devices, and to an input of the reproduction device, the switch being controlled by 
the controller to apply the output of one of the plurality of program receiving devices 
to the reproduction device; (col 10, lines 55-60: after a tuner selects a transmission 
channel input data is forwarded to hardware 114 (switch) comprising circuitry for 
processing incoming signals; col 3, II 57-63: DHCT; plurality of tuners; an output port 
for transmission of each of the respective transmission channels) 

a user interface coupled to the controller for selectively displaying a listing of 
programs to which the plurality of program receiving devices are tuned, in which a 
central program in the listing corresponds to the program currently being displayed 
on the reproduction device; (col 12, 1 55 - col 13, 1 2: window manager for display of 
video pictures and program information) 

a user control for incrementally selecting a next desired program to be displayed 
from the listing of programs (col 28, II 25-28: remote control (user control) to scroll 
the channels), 

wherein each time the user control increments by one program to a 

next desired program to be displayed from the listing of programs, the controller 
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controls the switch to seiect the corresponding program receiving device, and 
causes the program receiving device tuned to the lowest program in the listing to 
tune to the next higher program of the plurality of programs to be included in the 
listing (col 20, N 9-22: presentation achieves perceived animated scroll; col 20, IS 
34-41; col 20, II 48-65: increasing channel line-up order; or decreasing line-up 
order; col 28, II 44-52: order can be increasing (or decreasing) line-up order; 
either clockwise or counter clock wise; subscriber effecting navigation: each 
scrolling event results in removal of a presented set from the screen and the 
introduction of a new set), and 

each time the user control decrements by one program to a next desired program 
to be displayed from the listing of programs, the controller controls the switch to 
select the corresponding program receiving device, and causes the program 
receiving device tuned to the highest program in the listing to tune to the next 
lower program of the plurality of programs to be included in the listing, (col 20, II 
9-22: presentation achieves perceived animated scroll; col 20, II 34-41; col 20, II 
46-65: increasing channel line-up order; or decreasing line-up order: col 28, II 44- 
52: order can be decreasing (or increasing) line-up order; either clockwise or 
counter clock wise; subscriber effecting navigation: each scrolling event results in 
removal of a presented set from the screen and the introduction of a new set) 

Regarding Claim 5, Rodriguez discloses the receiver as claimed in claim 1, 
characterized in that the plurality of programs comes from the Internet, (col 3, II 21-24: 
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receive data representative of other types of data (Internet); col. 7, lines 31-33: 
channels may carry television signals, Internet data) 

Regarding Claim 9, Rodriquez discloses the receiver as claimed in claim 1 , wherein 
each of the plurality of program receiving devices processes a program received from 
the input device, (col 3, II 12-16: can view multiple television stations and program 
content simultaneously; col 15, II 5-9: displayed with moving pictures of one or more 
programs) 

Regarding Claim 15, Rodriquez discloses the receiver as claimed in claim 1, wherein 
the user interface causes the controller to rotate the program from one of the program 
receiving devices to another of the program receiving devices, (col 27, II 34-38; col 28, 
lines 25-28: subscriber can scroll the channels through the use of a remote control) 

Regarding Claim 18, Rodriquez discloses a method comprising the steps of: 

receiving a plurality of programs; (col 3, II 12-16: can view multiple television 
stations and program content simultaneously; col 15, II 5-9: displayed with moving 
pictures of one or more programs) 

providing, simultaneously to each of a plurality of receiving devices, a respective 
one of the plurality of programs; (col 2, II 58-66: DHCT includes a plurality of tuners 
(receiving devices), to tune simultaneously to multiple channels and content; col 18, 
II 24-28: DHCT (input device) which includes' the usage of multiple tuners (receiving 
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devices)) and 

providing an output from one of the receiving devices to a reproduction element 
in response to a user selecting one of the programs already being provided to the 
one of the plurality of receiving devices (col 14, II 24-29: output port to drive a VCR 
(program reproduction unit)), 

wherein the providing an output step includes the sub-steps of: 
causing the plurality of receiving devices to respectively tune to contiguous 
programs in the plurality of programs; (col 2, II 58-61 : DHCT where each tuner 
(program receiving devices) can select one of a plurality of transmission channels 
(contiguous programs): col 18, lines 24-28: the use of multiple tuners (receiving 
devices); each of which receives a respective transmitted signal (contiguous 
programs, channels)) 

displaying a listing of programs to which the plurality of receiving devices are 
tuned in which a central program in the listing corresponds to the program currently 
being displayed; (col 28, II 44-52: picture-in-picture display of program information 
and currently tuned TV station) 

enabling a user to each time increment by one program in the listing to a next 
program to be displayed, while causing the receiving device tuned to the lowest of 
the programs in the listing to tune to the next higher program of the plurality of 
programs; (col 20, II 9-22; presentation achieves perceived animated scroll; col 20, II 
34-41 ; col 20, II 48-65: increasing channel line-up order; or decreasing line-up order; 
col 27, II 57-64: subscriber can scroll the channels; subscriber can add one new 
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channel to one side of the screen and remove an already displayed channel on the 
opposite side of the screen; col 28, II 44-52: order can be increasing (or decreasing) 
line-up order; either clockwise or counter clock wise; subscriber effecting navigation: 
each scrolling event results in removal of a presented set from the screen and the 
introduction of a new set) and 

enabling a user to each time decrement by one program in the listing to a next 
program to be displayed, which causing the receiving device tuned to the highest 
program in the listing to tune to the next lower program of the plurality of programs, 
(col 20, Si 9-22: presentation achieves perceived animated scroll; col 20, II 34-41; col 
20, II 46-65: increasing channel line-up order: or decreasing line-up order; col 28, II 
44-52: order can be decreasing (or increasing) line-up order; either clockwise or 
counter clock wise; subscriber effecting navigation: each scrolling event results in 
removal of a presented set from the screen and the introduction of a new set) 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art 
are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made 
to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which the subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 21, 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Rodriquez in view of Barrett et al. (US Patent No. 6,005,597). 
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Regarding Claim 21, Rodriquez discloses the receiver as claimed in claim 1, wherein 
the controller uses viewing preferences of a user, (col 12, II 16-33: customize view by 
entering an interactive configuration session that results in preferences selection and 
storing such preferences) Rodriquez does not explicitly disclose generating a list of 
programs based on viewing preferences of a user. However, Barrett discloses wherein 
generating a list of programs from the plurality of programs based on viewing 
preferences of a user, (see Barrett col. 2, lines 17-22; col. 4, lines 5-10: user 
preferences used to generate list) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Rodriquez to 
generate a list of programs based on viewing preferences of a user as taught by Barrett. 
One of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to employ the teachings of 
Barrett in order to allow a television viewer to quickly and conveniently identify the 
available programs in which the viewer has the greatest interest and allowing the viewer 
to quickly select the program of greatest interest for viewing. (Barrett col. 2, lines 9-13: 
"... There is a need for a method and apparatus that allows a television viewer to 
quickly and conveniently identify the available programs in which the viewer has the 
greatest interest and that allows the viewer to quickly select the program of greatest 
interest for viewing. ...") 

Regarding Claim 22, Rodriquez discloses the method as claimed in claim 16, wherein 
a list of programs based on viewing preferences of a user, (col 12, II 16-33: customize 
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view by entering an interactive configuration session that results in preferences 
selection and storing such preferences) Rodriquez does not explicitly disclose a list of 
programs to be generated based on viewing preferences of a user. However, Barrett 
discloses wherein a list of programs to be applied to the receiving devices is generated 
based on viewing preferences of a user, (see Barrett col. 2, lines 17-22; col. 4, lines 5- 
10: user preferences used to generate list) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Rodriquez 
for a list of programs to be generated based on viewing preferences of a user as taught 
by Barrett. One of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to employ the 
teachings of Barrett in order to allow a television viewer to quickly and conveniently 
identify the available programs in which the viewer has the greatest interest and 
allowing the viewer to quickly select the program of greatest interest for viewing. 
(Barrett col. 2, lines 9-13) 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kyung Hye Shin whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3920. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:30 am - 6 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tonia L. Dollinger can be reached on (571) 272 - 4170. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Kyung Hye Shin 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2143 

KHS 

September 22, 2008 



/Tonia LM Dollinger/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2143 



